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4.
Warfare Operations

a. Identify the principles of the precepts of war.

IR:
All audio/visual products that are labeled PPT for this block will be in a Power Point Presentation.  The Destination System will be used to complete this task. 



(1)
Background

(a)
Meaningful/useful geophysical support for military operations assumes basic knowledge of military operations 

(b)
When providing geophysical support for military operations the lack of knowledge in the arts of war often results in the following:

1
The over stressing of unimportant details and under stressing of important details during briefs

2
Needless information or information that is unclear to be put into a usable format for the operator

3
Insufficient information to solve a problem or achieve an objective

4
The assumption that fleet operators are experts in the effects of the environment

(c)
Meaningful support can only be provided when the provider under stands the needs of the operator

(2)
Principles of War

(a)
The principles of war are taught in military schools throughout the world

(b)
Even though the principles differ from country to country, it is generally accepted that the art of command is found in the proper application of the principles

(c)
The principles are not absolute and have been successfully violated at times for reasons that have been carefully considered before hand

(d)
Combinations of the principles are applied to specific situations and vary according to the following factors:

1
Nature of the terrain

2
Strength of opposing forces

3
Weather

4
Mission or objective of the command

(e)
The principles of war, as viewed by the US Military, can be remembered by using the acronym MOOSEMUSS, and are as follows:

PPT:
Start the presentation for Objective A.  Left click on rectangular buttons on the remote to move through the presentation.

1
Mass

a
Superior combat power must be concentrated at the critical time and place for a decisive purpose

b
Superiority results from the proper combination of the elements of combat power

c
The proper application of the principle of mass, in conjunction with the other principles of war, may permit numerically inferior forces to achieve decisive combat superiority

2
Objective

a
Every military operation must be directed toward a clearly defined, decisive, and attainable goal

b
The ultimate military objective is:  The destruction of the enemies armed forces and his will to fight

c
The objective of each operation must contribute to this ultimate objective

d
Every commander must understand and clearly define the objective and consider each action in light thereof

3
Offensive

a
Offensive action is necessary to achieve decisive results and to maintain freedom of action

b
It permits the commander to exercise initiative and impose his/her will upon the enemy

c
The defensive may be forced on the commander, but it should be deliberately adopted only as a temporary measure while awaiting an opportunity for offensive action 

4
Security

a
Security is essential to the preservation of combat power

b
Security is achieved by measures taken to prevent surprise by the enemy, preserve freedom of action, and deny the enemy information of friendly forces

c
Since risk is inherent in war, application of the principle of security does not imply undue caution and the avoidance of a calculated risk

d
Security is frequently enhanced by bold seizure and retention of initiative, which denies the enemy the opportunity to interfere

5
Economy of Forces

a
Skillful and prudent use of combat power will enable the commander to accomplish the mission with minimum expenditure of resources

b
This principle is a natural consequence of the principle of mass

c
This principle enables the commander to allot available resources to such tasks as limited attacks, defensive action, and deception

6
Maneuver

a
Maneuver is an essential ingredient of combat power; it contributes to freedom of action and reduces vulnerability

b
The objective of a maneuver is to dispose a force in such a manner as to place the enemy at a relative disadvantage

c
Successful maneuver requires flexibility in organization, administrative support, and command and control

d
The principle of maneuver implies avoidance of stereotyped patterns of operation

7
Unity of Command

a
The decisive application of full combat power requires unity of command

b
The unity of command achieves unity of effort by the coordinated action of all forces toward a common goal

c
While coordination may be attained by cooperation, it is best achieved by vesting a single commander with requisite authority

8
Surprise

a
Surprise can decisively shift the balance of combat power

b
By surprise, success out of proportion to the effort expended, may be obtained

c
Surprise results from striking an enemy at a time, place, and in a manner for which he is not prepared

d
It is not essential that the enemy be taken unaware, but only that he becomes aware to late to react effectively

IR:
This principle is significant to the IREPS products the student will see later in this block of instruction 

e
Factors contributing to surprise include:

1
Speed

2
Deception

3
Application of unexpected combat power

4
Effective intelligence and counter-intelligence

5
Variations in tactics and methods of operation

9
Simplicity

a
Direct, simple plans and clear, concise orders, minimize misunderstanding and confusion 

b
If other factors are equal, the simplest plan is preferred

(f)
Many examples of the successful employment or the violation of these principles can be cited in American military history

(g)
Rear Admiral Alfred Mahan accomplished the adaptation of the principles of war to Naval Operations  

(h)
RADM Mahan’s strategic principles were:

IR:  Mahan’s principles can be remembered by the key word “COCO”

1
Concentration

2
Objective

3
Communications

4
Offensive

APPLICATION:
Administer appraisal A-704a and emphasize to the student that they will be held responsible for this information during the written measurement and support briefs.

EVALUATION:
Written Test at the end of the unit.
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