APPENDIX B

JOINT METOC VIEWER (JMV)


This appendix is provided as a features tutorial of the applications.  Although some step-by-step instructions are provided this document is not an operator’s instruction manual.  Futher, more detailed instruction about the procedures and idiosyncrasies of JMV are available at Fleet Numerical Meteorological and Oceanography Center’s (FNMOC) Internet web-site. (www.fnmoc.navy.mil).

1.
Launching the viewer, getting data, and viewing products

To open the viewer, double click on the display click on the desktop icon.  To view an area previously downloaded, click on Display in the menu bar and then Map. This will bring up the Choose Area dialog box containing the names of previously download areas.  Select the area you wish to view and click OK.

Select a new area

· Go to the JMV Thumbnail page to the METOC center in your AOR.

· Double click on the appropriate is icon to download.

· If JMV did not open the file automatically, locate the “example_file_name.date” file, which was previously download, and double click on its icon.  This will uncompressed the file and start JMV.

Select products to display on a chart:

· Highlight desired product.

· (Optional) Change default Display Options settings.

· Add product to Products to Display list.

· (Optional) Choose a new Panel and repeat above steps.

· Click OK.
2.
Ship Route

A ship’s route is one of the most important pieces to creating an accurate shipboard forecast; therefore, JMV has the ability to compare ship routes against prevailing and future weather conditions.  It also has a fast-looping interface and an ability to modify routes while viewing forecast weather on the screen.

3.
Optimum Path Aircraft Routing System (OPARS) Route

The OPARS program and JMV work as a duo.  Flight plans or training scenarios created with the OPARS software can be imported into JMV for viewing with model data.  This is useful when writing DD-173 briefs since it can interpolate the aircraft’s position and meteorological data at times other than the usual run times.

Before importing a flight plan, the location of the flight plan data must be specified under Configure, OPARS Flight Plan.

4.
Tropicals  

JMV makes viewing tropicals extremely easy.  You do not need to type in the warning!  Download the tropical message from FNMOC’s  homepage and it will be displayed with any thumbnail areas that the tropical intrudes in.  This assists with timing a system since it animates the tropical with the model run, aircraft flight routes or ship tracks.  Additionally, this function can quickly determine the closet point of approach (CPA) for a land station or ship.

When a warning has not updated rapidly enough, JMV has a manual feature, titled Storm Tracks, for generating and locally displaying tropical warnings.  This function also allows one to enter training scenarios.

5.
Drawing and Annotation
The drawing tools of JMV give the ability to annotate charts with symbols and text.  Once annotated, the chart can be saved as a horizontal weather depiction (HWD) and later recalled for display in the same manner as any downloaded product.  JMV also allows for reediting of previously saved charts, if saved in the proper format.  Refer to the JMV online manual for more detailed instructions on drawing symbols, text, fills, 3D, lines, and arrows.

6.
Slide Show

Slide show save time!  If a forecaster routinely views of briefs the same set of charts, then the slide shows option of JMV can be extremely useful.  Each slide set is built upon a single thumbnail area and can include numerous products and their associated forecast times.  Several thumbnail areas can be added to show and once built, never recreated.  Taking the time to build a slide show will optimize application usage and download time since it eliminates the select products segment of the process.  Furthermore, once built, JMV has an update feature that imports new model data into a preexisting brief.

7.
Customized Colors
The entire look of JMV can be customized.  The background and label colors can be changed, and once changed, this color set can be saved for the screen or printer, or both.  This feature is useful for creating a HWD in color but printing it in the required black and white.  Also, JMV allows users to adjust each individual product’s screen display.  This is good color filling model data support product images SSM/I or GWAM.

8.
Exporting Images 

JMV can export a chart into numerous graphic file format types.  This is valuable when creating Power Point presentations or uploading images to a web-server.
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